When I first began to learn to laugh cheerfully with a blind child when he walked square into a door ajar, and to put objects into hands before they had a chance to grope, I began also to wonder if the queer forms of behavior I saw everywhere about me were entirely due to the accident of sightlessness. So I went to the Little-Boys' Housemother, knowing she had had medical experience, and she informed me with a pitying smile that at least half these children were definitely feeble-minded and 184
fifty per cent; one-fourth?twenty-five per cent; etc.," and Jane and I had discussed whether we would not have just as much apple to eat if we had fifty per cent of one as we would if we had a half of one, and Jane had entered into the discussion vivaciously and had smiled engagingly at me, and then had answered two minutes later, when I propounded the original question, "Forty-two per cent!" A number we had never mentioned! And again there was Marjorie, who, in the sixth grade, spelled as, "a-z," and sixteen-year-old Charles, who was greatly puzzled over the recently discovered phenomena that 8 and 8 could equal 88 as well as 16.
So I went to the Little-Boys' Housemother, knowing she had had medical experience, and she informed me with a pitying smile that at least half these children were definitely feeble-minded and a third of them congenitally syphilitic so that many would be suffering from paresis in another ten years.
"Do you see that boy?" she asked, pointing out the window. I looked, and observed a little chap of seven or eight, throwing a sheet of paper into the air, shouting with glee when the wind took it, and running to follow inaccurately its path and to hunt about till he could find it and repeat the process. He was utterly alone on the playground and deeply engrossed in his game, and we watched him repeat the operation several times until the Housemother said, '' That boy is ten years old and has done nothing but that one 
